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SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL — DEPARTMENT OF DIETETICS 

863. Hon SAMANTHA ROWE to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
(1) Why has the position of diabetes dietician been abolished at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital? 

(2) What will happen to the existing caseload of diabetes patients previously seen by the diabetes dietician 
at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital? 

(3) Which other public hospitals have dedicated diabetes dieticians and are any of those positions being 
abolished? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) As part of a wider reconfiguration process being undertaken at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, the 
hospital has abolished the position of deputy head of the department of dietetics. The deputy head of the 
department of dietetics position does not exist in other nutrition and dietetic departments across 
WA Health, and this change brings the hospital more closely into alignment with other sites. 
The position had a 60 per cent allocation of time undertaking administrative duties that are able to be 
undertaken by the head of the department of dietetics. 

(2) As a result of improving the efficiency of the dietetics department, the services provided to the diabetic 
clinic will continue as normal and the days and times of the diabetic clinic remain unchanged. 
The existing caseload of diabetic patients will be unaffected. 

(3) Other public hospitals with dedicated diabetes dieticians include King Edward Memorial Hospital, 
Armadale Health Service, Royal Perth Hospital, Bentley Health Service and 
Princess Margaret Hospital for Children. There is no plan to abolish any of these positions. 
Fremantle Hospital and Health Service has no dedicated dietician position for diabetes; however, 
dieticians provide specialist services across Fremantle Hospital and Health Service including to diabetes 
patients. There is no dedicated diabetes dietician in WA Country Health Service public hospitals. 
All the WA Country Health Service positions are generalist positions. 

PILBARA UNDERGROUND POWER PROJECT 

864. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy: 
I have two questions for the Leader of the House, and this is C924. 

I refer to the Pilbara underground power project for Karratha, Roebourne and Onslow announced on 17 July 
2014. 

(1) Will the minister advise which suburbs or localities are included in the recently announced project for 
Karratha, Roebourne and Onslow? 

(2) Will the minister provide details of the specific allocations for the underground work in each of the 
towns involved in the recently announced project? 

(3) Which suburbs, part of suburbs or localities in the recently announced project were included in the 
original scope of the Pilbara underground power project? 

(4) For those included in (3), why were they not completed as originally planned? 

(5) Can the minister confirm that all restoration work for private property, footpaths and streets in areas that 
were in the original underground power project has been completed? 

(6) To the extent that restoration work has not been completed, will the minister please give details of any 
outstanding work, when it is expected to be completed, and why such a long delay has occurred? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Yes; the remainder of non-undergrounded suburbs in Karratha, including west Bulgarra, Pegs Creek, 
Nickol and the light industrial area, as well as the remainder of Roebourne and all of Onslow. 

(2) No. Horizon Power is unable to break down the budget for specific towns that have not yet been 
completed. To ensure that Horizon Power leverages the best outcome for the project through the tender 
pricing, Horizon Power does not intend to release the budget per area, as this will compromise the 
tender outcome. 
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(3) The localities included are all of Karratha not already connected to underground power, Onslow, 
Roebourne, South Hedland and Wedgefield. 

(4) There were significant cost escalations due to the cost of doing business in the Pilbara at the time, 
particularly for labour and rent. The original budget was independently verified by the Office of Energy 
at the time and validated by the major contractor who won the tender. 

(5) The Horizon Power scope for restoration works has been completed; however, ad hoc customer requests 
are being received in Karratha for further restorations and are being responded on an individual basis. 

(6) Horizon Power endeavours to repair customers’ properties within 14 business days of receiving the 
ad hoc customer inquiry, depending on the nature of the repairs. 
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